Introduction
It is plain to see that in recent years there has been a vast surge in academic studies devoted to examining the experiences of those British and Irish emigrants and exiles who made their way to continental Europe during the seventeenth century.
1 Th is seems particularly apparent from a Scottish point of view. Literally within the last decade or so there has been a veritable explosion of new and exciting research that has looked to uncover the extensive links that existed between Scotland and the countries that lay across the North Sea and beyond. Th is, for example, has confi rmed just how prevalent the Scots were as soldiers in the armies of countries such as Sweden, Denmark-Norway, the United Provinces, France and Poland-Lithuania during the major armed confl icts of the period.
2 It has also revealed the presence of Scots in a range of other capacities, from governors, diplomats, scholars and political exiles right through to high-profi le merchants and ' War, common tinkers.
3 Th e scope of all this work has been vast and has collectively succeeded in presenting an increasingly detailed picture of the world of emigrants and exiles during the years in question. And there is still more that can be done. Much of the existing work has quite understandably concentrated on the links between Scotland and the other Protestant states of Northern Europe. As a result, relatively little detailed research has been conducted on Scottish emigrants and exiles in Central Europe, Spain, the Italian states and the Mediterranean world. 4 It is also the case that little has emerged in the way of in-depth studies of key individuals and families and their links to the Continent. Famous soldiers such as Alexander Leslie and Robert Monro remain popular as subjects but more could be covered. 
